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When the country en-

tered WWII and our 

young men and women 

answered the call of 

duty, Dr. Lauren Post 

watched as his campus 

emptied of young men.  

The popular and re-

spected geography 

teacher and football 

coach created a newslet-

ter that was designed to keep our Aztecs serving at the four corners of the 

globe united, informed and connected to their alma mater.  His commitment 

to this project produced 48 newsletters from April 1942 until March 1946—

when the last Aztecs came home.  Dr. Post was a veteran who served in the 

first World War and intimately knew the struggles, loneliness and trials that 

these young men and women would face.  He shared what wisdom, experi-

ence and guidance he had, lent an open heart and friendly ear to those who 

asked and created a legacy of commitment to veterans, scholarship, service 

above self, camaraderie and mutual moral aid and support to his students 

and peers.  In honor of his work, character and the legacy he created, the 

Veteran Alumni Chapter is naming our quarterly newsletter after this gen-

tleman, his vision and his work.  We hope our newsletter will continue his 

work of keeping Aztecs united, informed and connected to our alma mater.  

We will also offer glimpses into the history of SDSU and the Armed Forces.   

“Dear Doc Post,…” a legacy of leadership, care and solidarity  

 

“Leadership and learning are indispensable to each other”  

                                            - John F. Kennedy 

OUR MISSION: 

 

To provide veteran alumni 

and their supporters a forum 

to share information, en-

couragement, support and 

an opportunity to support 

the mission of San Diego 

State University for future 

generations of military and 

community leaders. 

 

 

CURRENT OFFICERS: 

 

President 

Ed Fletcher 

 

Vice President 

Chris Hanson 

 

Secretary 

Erik DeShane 

 

Treasurer 

David Barker 

 

 

CONTACT INFO: 

 

Email: 

VeteranAlumniSDSU 

@gmail.com 

 

Phone: 

619 594-2586 (ALUM) 

Far left:  Dr. Post 

 

Left:  The very first 

newsletter produced 

by Dr. Post in 1942 

 

Right:  The last 

newsletter produced 

in 1946  
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A SALUTE TO THE FOUNDERS COMMITTEE 

On Tuesday, March 12, 2013, we are hosting a 

luncheon at Anthony’s Fish Grotto on Harbor Drive 

to give thanks and recognition to the surviving mem-

bers of the Founders Committee.  The Founders 

Committee was responsible for making our memo-

rial to our fallen classmates a reality.  With Jesse 

Dominguez (sculptor and former interim director of 

the art department of SDSU) tasked with design, the 

committee took it upon itself to research their fallen 

classmates and to raise the funds needed to realize 

this project. 

Years later, our campus has thriving ROTC pro-

grams, welcomes hundreds of veterans and hosts 

cutting edge programs for our military community 

like The Combat Leadership Panel that has been cre-

ated and funded by Ed Blessing (’60).  We are recog-

nized across the nation for our veteran and military-

friendly campus.  We are the model for colleges 

across the nation that seek to serve our returning vet-

erans working to turn educational benefits into ca-

reer opportunities and a chance to share their leader-

ship, decisiveness and culture with businesses and 

corporate America. 

We should take pause and show appreciation to 

those surviving members of San Diego State College 

who sought not to bring attention to themselves after 

returning from World War II as heroes, but rather 

who reverently sought to memorialize their fellow 

Aztecs whose lives were cut short and gave all that 

others might enjoy the blessings of liberty and de-

mocracy. 

There are only 20 seats available and the cost is $30 

per person.  If you would like to attend and join us 

for our luncheon, please contact Mark Daemon at 

619 916 9142 and reserve a seat.  Payment need not 

be made until the day of the event and cash or check 

is the preferred method of payment. 

WWII SERVICEMEN’S CORRESPONDENCE 

Mr. Robert Ray, the director of the special collections divi-

sion, works tirelessly to preserve, critically analyze and 

share a veritable treasure trove of historical documents, 

photographs and original artifacts that belong to San Diego 

State University.  “They are a vital part of who we are and 

serve as a link to a past that belongs to all of us,” Mr. Ray 

said. 

Of all his projects, however, there is one that means so 

much to the veterans of San Diego State University:  More 

than 4,500 letters (many hand-written) from service men 

and women writing to Dr. Lauren Post during the years of 

WWII.  Many thank Dr. Post for producing and sending out 

his newsletters to them.  Some share grief about classmates 

killed during the war.   Some share warm memories of San 

Diego State College.  But for some, it is an opportunity to 

share their thoughts on a war and their experiences during 

the conflict.  Hopes, dreams, disillusionment, fears, phi-

losophical debates and frustrations fill the letters. 

Presently, the collection is waiting to be digitized and ar-

chived.  Efforts are underway to raise $45,000 to complete 

this project and its expected unveiling is projected for Vet-

erans Day 2013.  Already $10,500 has been raised and sev-

eral organizations are actively seeking private donors to 

help this project come to fruition. 

If you would like to get involved, or make a donation, 

please contact  Alan Andrade, 619 594-2275 or email at 

AAndrade@mail.sdsu.edu. 
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WHERE IN THE WORLD ARE OUR  

AZTEC VETERANS? 

Each year, SDSU proudly graduates ROTC cadets to 2nd 

lieutenants in the Army, Marines and Air Force and even a 

few ensigns for the Navy just to be fair.  We also have ac-

tive duty servicemembers that are completing ECP and ME-

CEP programs to become officers.  We have hundreds of 

returning veterans who have served and are now pursuing 

higher education to better serve their nation and seek ca-

reers as highly trained professionals for the civilian sector.  

When they leave our campus, sometimes we lose touch, but 

they will never stop being Aztecs or veterans. 

The Veteran Alumni Chapter is looking to build lifelong 

relationships with our veteran alumni members who are fo-

cused, capable, professional and understand what service 

means.  In short, they are the next generation of alumni that 

will be supporting and defending our alma mater through 

the next generation of growth and development. 

The largest alumni chapter is about 500 members strong.  

We are presently counted at 53.  Please help us find our Az-

tecs who are veterans, whether they are presently serving on 

active duty at posts around the world or cleverly camou-

flaged as mild-mannered citizens out in the civilian sector.  

Our goal is to be the largest chapter within two years and it 

is going to take each and every one of us to research, dig 

and snap up all of our brothers and sisters in arms who have 

worn a uniform and fought their way through the halls of 

academia. 

Together we can stand strong, keep each other sharp and 

find ways to support San Diego State University and our 

fellow veterans. 

Anyone interested in joining the Veteran Alumni Chapter 

must be a member of the Alumni Association in good stand-

ing and communicate a desire to be affiliated to the Veteran 

Alumni Chapter.  Please contact Diane Barragan at 619 594-

2586 for more information.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

April 9th and 10th— NROTC COMBAT LEADER-

SHIP PANEL—Sponsored by Ed Blessing (‘60), this 

annual event allows ROTC cadets, active duty military 

professionals and interested individuals to hear first-

hand accounts of ethical concerns, crisis decision mak-

ing and experiences of servicemen and women who 

have been battle-tested and are willing to share their ex-

periences with us.  If you have an interest in attending, 

please contact the Veteran Center for more information 

at 619 594-5813. 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 12th – SVO NIGHT OUT  -   PETCO PARK 

For those interested, the Student Veteran Organization is 

hosting a night of camaraderie and America’s favorite 

pastime, baseball.  Come out and watch the Padres take 

on the Rockies, share a hot dog and a beer with other 

veterans and help the SVO raise funds for its annual din-

ner.  Cost is $25 per person and contact people are Steve 

Scott at 559 901-2748 or Holly Shaffner at 510 926-

9939.    

 

 

 

 

 

MAY EVENT – The date is yet to be determined, but 

the Veteran Alumni Chapter is planning an outing to 

visit the Mount Soledad Memorial and Museum.  If you 

have interest in participating, contact Mark Daemon at 

619 916-9142 for more details and up to date informa-

tion. 



 

VETERAN ALUMNI CHAPTER 
SERVICE DOESN’T END WHEN THE UNIFORM IS TAKEN OFF. 

LEARNING DOESN’T END WHEN THE DIPLOMA IS AWARDED. 

LEADERSHIP IS A LIFETIME COMMITMENT. 

 

AZTEC FOR LIFE… AND LIBERTY! 

 

 

Visit us on Facebook at  

Veteran Alumni SDSU 

Veteran Alumni Chapter 
Alumni Association 
San Diego State University 
5500 Campanile Drive 
San Diego CA 92182-1690 

Veteran Alumni chapter 

San Diego State University 


